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The Bulgarian State at the End of the Tenth Century Spercheios

YnpaBneHueto Ha uap Camymn (997-1014) cbBnaaa € U3KAOYMTENEH MOMEHT OT UCTOPMUATA Ha
cpepHoBeKOBHA EBpona — CNOXHOTO BpemMe OKO0JIO KpasA Ha MbPBOTO XPUCTUAHCKO xunagonetune. To e
6enn3aHo oT 6ypeH 06LIeCTBEH KUMEX U AbIBOKN COLMANHO-MKOHOMUYECKM U AYXOBHU TPaHCcopmaumu,
CbNPOBOAEHM OT aNOKanMNTUYHa HEPBHOCT B OYaKBaHe Ha BTOpOTO npuwecTemne npes 1000 WU 1033 T.
ToBa e Bpeme Ha CTpax MU OT4YasaHWEe, HO U HA OrPOMEH MPUIUB Ha Cb3MAaTeNHa eHeprus, Xaxaa 3a
nencTBne n 06HoBa. XmnsaHaTta rogmHa e cBbp3aHa ¢ eAnH ocobeH aKT ¢ AbAroTpanHU nocneauum 3a
bankaHCKMA NONyoCTPOB. 3a NbPBU NbT Cnej Kpasa Ha AHTUYHOCTTA rpaHuMuaTa Ha BU3aHTUNCKUA 3anag
ce Bb3CTaHoBABA no p. [lyHas. 3a Bu3aHTua ToBa noctaBA Ha4yanoTo Ha HAN-rONAMOTO TEPUTOPUAJTHO
pasllMpeHune Ha umnepuaTa Ha bankaHute noa eMb6nemMaTMYHOTO 33 MOTbLLECTBOTO HAa BU3aHTUIMCKATa
CpeAHOBEKOBHA AbpiaBa ynpaBfieHWe Ha eAuH U3Kw4yuTeneH Bacunesc — Bacunui Il (976-1025).
HeroBoTo MMe, KaKTo NO/ACKa3Ba 1 NPo3BULLETO My Bbarapoybuetl, e TparMyHo 1 HEPA3pPUBHO CBbP3aHO
CbC 3a/1e3a Ha [bpBOTO 6GBArAPCKO LAPCTBO.

3a bbnarapua ycnelwHata BU3aHTUIACKA peKOHKUcTa no JonHua [lyHaB oT 1000—1001 I. benexu
NOBTOPHOTO M OKOHYATeNHO 3aBnaasBaHe Ha 3emuTe, KbAeTo ce (Gopmumpa BAACTOBOTO AAPO Ha
paHHOCpeAHOBEKOBHATa 6bnrapcka abpxkasa mexay VIl u X B. 3a bbnrapva BpeMeTo OKOO 1000 T.
He e BbOoOpa)kaem Kpai Ha cBeTa, OYaKBaH OT €CXaTONIOFMYECKN YYBCTBUTENHUTE XOpa, XWUBENU B
KpasA Ha MbpPBOTO XPUCTUAHCKO Xunagonertue, a peaseH Kpam Ha TPUBEKOBHO MOJIMTUYECKO CTAaTYKBO,
KOWTO HacTbnBa npes 1018 I. cnej u3towmTenHa n KpbBONPOJIMTHA NOIOBUHBEKOBHA BOEHHA CXBaTKa C
BusaHTua.

Bbnpeku AByKpaTHaTa3aryba Ha bnectawma npectoneH Beankn Mpecnas M U3TOYHUTE TEPUTOPUN
(npe3 971 1 1000 T.), 6BATAPCKUAT AbPKABEH OpPraHM3bm NPOAbLAXKABA Aa (PYHKUMOHMPA C HOBM
LEeHTPOBe B CBOOOAHMTE 3anagHN 3eMKN, KOUTO CcTaBaT 6a3a Ha 6barapckara cbnpoTuBa. B LeHTbpa Ha
ApamMaTnyHaTta 6bnrapo-BM3aHTUINCKA enones oT Kpas Ha X M HayanoTo Ha XI B. ce OTKposiBa BennMyaBata
urypa Ha HarM-mnagma ot YeTmpumaTa CMHOBE Ha ,,BenemolHma Komut* Hukona — Camyun, nonyyun
bbNrapckata KoOpoHa cnef cMbpTTa Ha uap Pomad (997 r.), nocneaHuAT NpsK NOTOMbK Ha KpymoBata
auMHactua. Makap v npomeHnuea, TeputopmuAaTa Ha bbarapcKkoTo LApCTBO B TO3M Nepuog e faney no-
obwunpHaoTreorpacdckartaobnact MakenoHus (Bx. kapTta). OCBeH HOBUTE CTONULM U LLAPCKU pe3naeHL N
Ckonue, Oxpua, MNpecna, butona u 1.H., B Herosute rpaHuum Bnnsat n Copuincko, KakTo U 3eMu aganey
Ha ceBep Kbm benrpaa, bpaHuyeso, Buamu n Cpemcka Mutposuua. Ha 3anag 6bnrapckaTa Bnacrt ce
npocTupa Ao Aapuatuka v cTpartermnyecku saxkHua [lypbc, Ha tor goctura o Tecanma ¢ gomoresaHus
nopu Kbm lNenonoHec, AOKATO HA U3TOK BPEMEHHO Ce Bb3CTaHOBABAT CTapuTe Teputopumn B [lobpyaxa,
JlynoropueTo v oTBbAAYHABCKUTE BnageHuA. {u3HeHOCTTa Ha bbarapcKoTo LapcTBo B Te3M feceTuneTus
Ha ronemm M3NUTaHMA ce AbKKN 6e3cNopHO Ha U3rpaaeHuTe 34paBu AbPHKABHUYECKM TPAAULUM B TE3MN
3emu. bbarapckaTa agbpKaBa NpoAbaKaBa fa ce ynpaBnsBa oT ,,CblOTO LLAPCKO KonaHo (Bbreapcku
anokpuceH nemonuc) ¢ NOMOLITA HA CbuUiaTa cneuuduyHa MHCTUTYUMOHanNHa cuctema (KaBKaH,
nunpry-6oun, KOMUTU, ynpaBuUTENN HA KpenocTu 1 np.). lyxoBHaTa BNacT e 0nLLeTBOPSAABAHA OT CbLLATA
bbArapcka natpuapLlunsa Hayeno ¢ NbpBuA 6bArapcky naTpuapx JamsH, KONTo cnep 971 r. CbLLO MECTU
CefanuniLeTo cu B cBoO6ogHMTE 3anaaHu 3emMu. B Te31 panoHn CTpyKTypute Ha 6barapckarta Abpasa,
ochopmeHu B npeawecteawuTe IXn X B., cagobpe 3anaseHn. IMeHHO Te ocurypsBat NpUeMCcTBeHOCTTa B
ynpaBneHNEeTOo Ha CTpaHaTa U 3aeflHO CbC 3HaYUTENHUA 6bArapcku aemorpacCcKm NOTeHUMAN Tam cTaBaTt
U3TOYHMK HA U3KNIOYUTENTHUTE MO CBOATA XWU3HEHOCT CbMPOTUBUTENHU CUAN HA MbPBOTO 6BbArApCKO
LapcTBo. Taka TO OKOJIO NOJIOBMH CTOJIeTUe U3A4bPXa Ha pasopsABalmA PUTbM Ha HenpeKbCHaTa
BOMHA 3a oLensBaHe B CbAOOHOCEH CONBCHK C MOrbluaTa umnepus. [lpamatuaMbT Ha Ta3u enoxa ce
BbNAbluaBa OT BenuMyaBata v TparmyHa urypa Ha eauH BeNUK BOUH, AbpXKaBHUK U YoBeK — Camyun,
,»KOUTO ynpaBnsaBan 6bArapcKoTo njeme, HEHaAMMUHAT NO CHJIa U HEHAAMMHAT No xpabpoct (Kumue
Ha c8. Hukon MemaHoume); BnageTenaT, KOUTO AOCTOMHO NpeBeXaa AbpKaBaTa nNpes3 eAHa OT Hall-
NPOABb/IKUTENIHUTE BOMHMW B CpefHOoBeKOoBHa EBpona.

To4yHO npeau eagHo xunagoneTtue, Ha 6 OKTOMBPU 1014 I., CbPLETO HA TO3N eHepruyeH snagerten
U CYpOB BOWH, KOMTO YeTUPU AeceTUNeTns BOAM TUTAHMYHA OUTKA 3a CbXpaHsBaHe HAa ObArapckarta
Nbp}aBa, 3aBUHarn cnupa aa 6ue. Cbpueto Ha XxNagHOKPBbBHMA Lap CaMmyun, KOMTo He ce NoKonebaea
B MUMETO Ha [AbpXaBHWUTe MHTEpecu Aa fnoeme BbPXY MiewmTe CU HaN-TEXKUA YOBELIKU rpAx —
bpaToybuiicTBOTO, KaTO 3aN0BAABA €K3EKYLMATA Ha LANOTO CEMENCTBO HA No-ronemus cu 6pat AapoH
(3anoao03psH B U3MsAHA), He M3AbPKA HA CMa3BaLlATa [Mefika Ha TbhXHaTa BbPBOAMLA OT OC/IeNeHnUTe My
BOMHMUM cnep pasrpoma um npu c. Kntoy (knucypata Knuamon).

Ta3n n3noxba e n3pas Ha NPEeKNOHEHNETO HA CbBpeMeHHa bbarapus npeg nameTTa Ha BeNIUKKA
BNajeTen oTnpeamn 1000 rognHM.

The reign of Tsar Samuel (997-1014) coincides with an extraordinary moment in the history
of medieval Europe — the complex period at the turn of the first Christian millennium. This period is
characterised by deep socio-economic and spiritual transformations, accompanied by apocalyptic
anxiety in expectation of the Second Coming in either 1000 or 1033. This is a time of fear and de-
spair, but also of considerable surge of creative energy, thirst for action and innovation. The year
1000 is marked by a specific event with long-term consequences for the Balkan Peninsula. For the
first time since the end of Antiquity, the border of the Byzantine West is restored along the Danube
River. For Byzantium, this initiates the largest territorial expansion of the Empire on the Balkans
under Basil Il (976-1025), a remarkable emperor whose reign is emblematic of the dominance of
the Byzantine medieval state. His name, as suggested by the sobriquet “the Bulgar-slayer,” is in-
extricably linked to the fall of the First Bulgarian Kingdom.

The successful Byzantine re-conquest of the Lower Danube in 1000-1001 results in the sec-
ond and final annexation of the Bulgarian power core in the Early Middle Ages. For Bulgaria, the
period c. 1000 is not an imaginary end of the world, as expected by the eschatologically sensitive
people who lived at the end of the first millennium. Rather, it sets an end to the three century-long
political status quo that is broken in 1018 after fifty years of an exhausting and a bloody combat
with Byzantium.

Despite losing its unique capital of Great Preslav and its eastern territories twice (first in
971 and again in 1000), the Bulgarian state structures continue to function with the establishment
of new centres in the free western territories, which become the base for Bulgarian resistance. In
the core of this dramatic Bulgaro-Byzantine epic from the late tenth and early eleventh centuries,
stands out the grand figure of Samuel, the youngest of komes (count) Nicholas’ four sons. He re-
ceives the Bulgarian crown in 997, after the death of Tsar Romanos, the last direct successor of
the dynasty of Khan Krum. Although constantly changing, the territory of the Bulgarian kingdom
during this period extends far beyond the geographical area of Macedonia (see map). Apart from
the new capitals and royal residences Skopje, Ohrid, Prespa, Bitola, and others, its borders also
encompass the region of Sofia, as well as lands far north towards Belgrade, Branicevo, Vidin, and
Sremska Mitrovica. Westward, Bulgarian control extends to the Adriatic Sea and the strategically
important Durrés, southward to Thessaly with claims to the Peloponnese, while eastward it recov-
ers the old territories of Dobrudja, the Ludogorie, and the Trans-Danubian domains.

Thevitality of the Bulgarian kingdom in these difficult decades is preserved due to the strong
statist tradition established in the previous centuries in these areas. The Bulgarian state continues
to be governed by the “same royal knee” (Bulgarian apocryphal chronicle) using the same specific
institutional system (kavkhan, ichirgu-boil, komes, administrators of fortresses, etc.). Spiritual
authority is embodied by the same Bulgarian Patriarchate headed by the first Bulgarian Patriarch
Damian, who after 971 moves his headquarters to the freed western territories. In those regions,
the structures of the Bulgarian state formed in the preceding two centuries are well preserved. It
is those regions that ensure the continuity of the government in the country and together with the
considerable Bulgarian demographic potential become the source of the exceptionally vigorous re-
sistance forces of the First Bulgarian Kingdom. Consequently, this state withstands for nearly half
a century the devastating rhythm of constant war for survival experienced in the fateful collision
with the powerful Empire. The drama of this period is embodied by the grand and tragic figure of
one great warrior, statesman and a human being: Samuel, “who ruled the Bulgarian tribe, invin-
cible in power and unsurpassable in bravery” (Life of St. Nikon the Metanoeite); the ruler who car-
ried the state with dignity through one of the longest-lasting wars in Medieval Europe.

On October 6th, 1014, exactly a millennium ago, the heart of this energetic ruler and tough
warrior, who led a titanic battle for the survival of Bulgaria, ceases to beat forever. The heart of the
cold-blooded Tsar Samuel, who in the name of the state’s interests did not hesitate to commit the
worst of human sins — fratricide — by ordering the execution of the entire family of his elder brother
Aaron (accused of treason), could not withstand the outrageous sight of the sad procession of his
soldiers blinded after their defeat in the battle near Klyuch (the Gorge of Kleidion).

This exhibition is an expression of the reverence modern Bulgaria has for the memory of the
great ruler from a thousand years ago.
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“The Rus’ Captivity”
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: "peB3eMaHETO Ha Benuku HpecnaB OT Umnepatop |7|08H Humuncxu npes 971r.
" Muruamiopa om Madpudckus npenuc Ha ,,Micmopuyecku c80d* Ha Moan Ckunuua, Xl 8. (=xpoHukama Ha Ckuauya) .
A : 1661, MicnaHcka HayuoHanHa 6ubauomeka (no gomomunHo uzdaHue, AmuHa 2000)
: The Conquest of Great Preslav by Emperor John Tzimiskes in 971.
Miniature from the Madrid Copy of Synopsis Historiarum of John Skylitzes, 12th Century (=the Madrid Skylitzes), f. 166r,
1 e Spanish National Library (facsimile edition, Athens 2000)
~
o
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Pa3zopsaBaHeTo Ha bbarapus otT BOMCKUTE Ha KUEBCKUA KHA3 CBeToCnaB B nepuoga 968-971 r.

MuHuamwopa om cpedHobbn2apckus npesod Ha MaHacuesama xpoHuka (1335—-1340), /1. 1781, Bamukarcka Anocmosuyecka
bubnuomeka (no pomomunHo usdaHue, AmuHa 200y)

Devastation of Bulgaria by the Armies of Kniaz Svyatoslav of Kiev between 968 and 971.

Miniature from the Middle Bulgarian Translation of the Chronicle of Constantine Manasses (1335-1340), f. 178r, Vatican
Apostolic Library (facsimile edition, Athens 2007)

Cpelua Ha KHA3 CBeTOCNaB ¢ BU3aHTUNCKUA umnepatop NoaH
Liumucxu Ha 6pera Ha [lyHaBa.

KapmuHa cb30adeHa okono 1880 2. om Knasdulii Bacunvesuy Jlebedes.

Kniaz Svjatoslav Meets the Byzantine Emperor John Tzimiskes

on the Banks of the Danube.
Painting c. 1880 by Claudius Vasilyevich Lebedev.

MuHuaTiopa B ABa perucrbpa: rope — rpaa ipbcrop (Cunucrpa) B nneH Ha KHA3 CBeTOCNaB;
AONY — BU3aHTUICKaTa apMuA Hauyeno ¢ umnepartop Moan Lumucxu Hanaga ApbCrbp.

CpedHobbizapcku npesod Ha MaHacuesamaxpoHuka, 1. 178v, BamukaHcka Anocmonuyecka bubauomeka (no gpomomunHo
usdaHue, AmuHa 2007)

Meu xapakTepeH 3a BbOPbXXEHMETO Ha
pycute (X-XI B.).

HamepeHr 8 ep. Onaka, llonoscko (cHumka: Pezuo-
HasneH ucmopudecku my3sel — [Jobpuy)

Sword Used by the Rus

(10th-11th Century).

Opaka Town, Popovo District, Bulgaria (photo:
Regional Museum of History — Dobrich)

Miniature in Two Registers: above - the City Dristra (Silistra) Captured by Kniaz Svyatoslav;
below — Byzantine Army Led by Emperor John Tzimiskes Attacking Dristra.
Middle Bulgarian Translation of the Chronicle of Manasses, f. 178v, Vatican Apostolic Library (facsimile edition, Athens 2007)

B nocnepgHara Tperta Ha X B. bbarapusa ce oKkasBa Ha NbTA Ha eKcnaH3nATa Ha Knescka Pyc. ToBa
CbBnaga C nopegHara BU3aHTUINCKA BOEHHO-AUNAOMATMYeCcKa ogaH3uMBa, B KOATO TO3M NbT Ca
npuBneyYeHn Baparute Ha KHA3 CBetocnas (945/964—972). B nepnoaa 968—-971 . Te HaxnyBar B
6bArapckute 3emu u ru pasopssar. [lpeB3semar ctonuuarta Benuku lMpecnaB v npaBAT njiaHoBe 3a
TpaiiHo ycTaHoBABaHe no JonHusa [lyHas, ,,KbAETO Ce CTUYAT BCAKaKBM 6nara“. ToBa faBa noBoj Ha
umnepatop Moan | Liumucxu (969—976) aa Haxnye B cTpaHaTa npes nposeTra Ha 971 . [IporoHBanku
KHA3 CBeTocnaB, TOM Ha CBOMW pej 3aBnaaasa Benuku lpecnaB M ro npemmeHyBa B CBOSA YeCT Ha
MoaHonon. BoiHata 3aBbpluBa C ycnelHa BU3aHTuiicka obcaga Ha IpbCcTbp, N0 Bpeme Ha KOATO
CBeToCnaB eK3eKyTupa 300 6barapcku 6onsapu.

In the last third of the tenth century, Bulgaria found itself in the way of the Rus’ expansion. This
coincided with yet another Byzantine military and diplomatic offensive, in which Varangians of
Kniaz Svyatoslav (945/964-972) were involved. Between 968 and 971, they invaded and ruined
the Bulgarian lands. They seized the capital of Great Preslav and planned to settle permanently on
the Lower Danube, “where all good things flow”. This gave Emperor John | Tzimiskes (969-976) a
reason to invade the country in the spring of 971. After expelling the Russians from Great Preslav,
he conquered the town and renamed it loannoupolis, after himself. The war ended with the suc-
cessful Byzantine siege of Dristra, during which Svyatoslav executed 300 Bulgarian boyars.
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MuHuaTIopa B 1Ba perucrbpa: rope — Thp)KecTBeHo Bnu3aHe Ha umneparop Moan Llumucxu B KoncraHtuHonon c tpoente
oT Benuku Mpecnas (,,... n(peMuHan B Tpuyme Ha 64n KOH, a KonecHULaTa HapeAun Aa BbpBU Npej, Hero, cjieA KaTto B Hes
Ounu noctaBeHU OGbAIrapCcKuTe LAPCKU OAEAHUA, @ OTrOpe UKOHATa Ha Bo)kuATa MailKa KaTo 3alMTHMLA Ha rpaja.*); Aony —
LLepeMoHMATa Ha Ny6AMYHOTO AeTpoHUpaHe Ha uap bopuc Il B Konctantuionon (,,... npea norneja Ha rpaXKaaHuTe CBanui
ot bopuc 3HauuTe Ha 6bArapcKarTa LapcKa BAacT, UMeHHO: 3/1aTHa KOPOHa, TMapa, U3TbKaHa OT BUCOC U YepBeHU 00YBKMU. )
MuHuamiopa u mekcm om Madpudckus npenuc Ha xpoHukama Ha Moar Ckunuya, A. 172v, VicnaHcka HayuoHaaHa 6ubauomeka (no pomomunHo usdaxue, AmuHa 2000) .

Miniature in Two Registers: above — the solemn entry of the emperor John Tzimiskes in Constantinople parading with the
trophies from Great Preslav (“...and triumphant on a white horse behind the chariot carrying the Bulgarian royal apparel,
and, above all - the icon of the Theotokos — patron of the city [of Preslav].”); below — the ceremonial public deposition of
Tsar Boris Il in Constantinople (“... before the very eyes of the citizens, he divested Boris of his royal insignia, preasely a

golden crown, a tiara, woven of visos and red shoes.”)
Miniature and Text from the Madrid Skylitzes, f. 172v, Spanish National Library (facsimile edition, Athens 2000)

lpecnaBcko cbKpoBuile, Apxeonornyecku mysei Benuku lMpecnas. B 971 r. cbkpoBuuiaTta
Ha ObArapckuTe yape ca orpabeHu, a cuHoBerte Ha uap Metsbp (927-969) — bopuc Il u Poman
ca njieHeHU. B u3ToyHara Yact Ha CTpaHaTa ce YCTaHOBABA BU3aHTUMCKaTa B/ACT.

(cHumku: Apxeono2uyecku my3eli Benuku lpecnas)

Preslav Treasure, Archaeological Museum of Veliki Preslav. In 971 the Bulgarian treasury
was robbed. The sons of Tsar Peter (927-969) - Boris Il and Romanos were captured. Byz-
antine rule was established in the eastern regions of the country.

(Photos: Archaeological Museum Veliki Preslav)

Makert Ha ctonuuara Benuku lpecnas

(asmopu: doy. 0-p M. Baknuuosa, doy. 0.u.H. H. Osyapos, doy. d-p C. boHes,
C. CbHUHCKU; CHUMKA: Apxeosio2uyecku my3eii Benuku lpecnas)

Model of the Capital City of Great Preslav

(Authors: Assoc. Prof. Dr. M. Vaklinova, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Habil. N. Ovéarov, Assoc. Prof.
S. Bonev, S. Sani. Photo: Archaeological Museum Veliki Preslav)
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HenoKOPHOTO LAPCTBO
Rebellious Kingdom

"Bu3aHTNA agMMHUCTPATUBHOTO NpPEeyCTPONCTBO B 3aBnajeHuTe GbLArapcKM 3emu U

IeHABaHeTO Ha cuHoBeTe Ha Lap leTbp Genexar Bb3CTaHOBABAHETO Ha pomelicKaTa
BAACT BbpPXY NpUHaanexaluTe it ,,no NpaBo* JONHOAYHABCKW NPOBUHLUMM. TPUBEKOBHATa
AbpPXaBHUYECKA TPaauuma Ha 6barapute Ha bankaHuTe ob6aye ce okasBa No-ycToYMBa OT
UMNEepPCKUTE 0O4aKBAHUA. 3anaAHUTe YacTu Ha BbArapcKoTo LapCcTBO OCTaBaT M3BBLH 0OcCera
Ha PYCKUTE HALLeCTBUA N BU3AHTUICKUTE 3aBoeBaHuA. Tam okon0 971—976 . Komutonynute
,»B3€/I1 BNacTTa Haj 6bnrapure”.
Karo ce Bb3non3Bar oT HacTaHanuTe BbB BU3aHTUA cmyToBe cnej CMbpTTa Ha UMNeparop
Uumucxu (976 r.), 6barapckute npecronoHacneaHuumn barat or KoHctaHtuHonon. Lap
Bopuc |l e Heneno youT No NorpeLLKa oT rpaHWYHaTa CTpaXa v Bnactra npemuHaBa B pbleTe
Ha 6par my PomaH. Mopaau ecToKoTo Haka3aHue (ckoneH B KoHCTaHTMHONON), TOW He €
6un nbnHoueHeH Bnageten. Ho HeroBara yapcka Bnact ¢opmanHo e 6una 3aymtaHa ot
pa3noJjiaraliute C BOEHHMTE pecypcu Ha CTpaHaTta cuHoBe Ha Komut Hukona. ToBa ocurypsBea
6e3npo61eMHOTO NpoAb/XKaBaHe Ha bbrapcKoTo LapcTBO, HE3aBUCUMO OT MPEMECTBAHETO
Ha NONUTUYECKUA MY LIEHTLP OT CEBEPOU3TOYHUTE B Or03anaHUTE Kpaulua.
EnBa cnes cmbprTa Ha Lap Pomad (997 r.) M no-paHHaTa KOHYMHA Ha iBamara My No-rojiemu
opara (Moiicein n laBua), Kakto u cnep norybsaHero Ha AapoH (987 r.), Camyun cTaBa
,CAMOBJIACTEH rocnogap Ha usana boarapua“ (Moan Crunuya).

For Byzantium, the administrative reorganization of the conquered Bulgarian lands and the
capture of the sons of Tsar Peter marked the restoration of Byzantine authority over the
Lower Danube provinces that were perceived as Byzantine “by right”. This situation, howev-
er, was short-lived. Byzantium had undermined the three-century-old state tradition of the
Bulgarians that proved to be more stable than expected. The western parts of the Bulgarian
kingdom remained beyond the reach of the Russian and Byzantine invaders. There, around

971—976, the Kometopouloi “seized power over the Bulgarians.”

Taking advantage of the turmoilin Byzantium following the death of Emperor Tzimiskes (976),
the heirs of the Bulgarian throne escaped from Constantinople. Border guards mistakenly
killed Tsar Boris Il and the power passed into the hands of his brother Romanos. Because
the latter was cruelly punished with castration in Constantinople, he could not become a
ruler capable of ensuring the dynastic succession. Nevertheless, his royal powerwas formally
acknowledged by the Kometopouloi, who had control over the country’s military resources.
Thus, the smooth continuation of the Bulgarian kingdom was ensured, despite moving its

political centre from Northeast to Southwest.

Samuel became the “absolute ruler of all of Bulgaria” (John Skylitzes) only after the death
of Tsar Romanos in 997, preceded by the death of the two elder brothers (David and Moses)

and the murder of the third brother Aaron (987).
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,,Bednaza cned cmvpmma na umnepamop Hoan [umucxu] 6sn2apume 8cmaHanu ucuusbpanu da2uynpasnsasam
yemupuma 6pamsa - [Jasuod, Moiiceil, AapoH u Camyun, deya Ha eOUH MO2blY 6bI2aPCKU KOMUM, KOLIMO ce Ka38a1
Hukona, a maiika um — Puncumua u 3amosa 6unu Hapu4yaHu Komumonynu*,

BueHcku npenuc Ha xpoHukama Ha MoaHn Ckunuya ¢ dobaska Ha enuckon Muxaun /Jlesoncku om 1118 2., 8 KOAMO ce cbObpH#ca UHoOpMAyuUa 3a
Komumonynume, Ascmpulicka HayuoHanaHa bubnauomeka, cod. Vind. hist. gr. 74, 2. 14r (cHUMKa: ABcmpuiicka HayuoHaaHa 6ubauomeka)

“Immediately after the death of Emperor John [Tzimiskes] Bulgarians rebelled and chose to be ruled by four broth-
ers — David, Moses, Aaron and Samuel, children of a mighty Bulgarian komes named Nicholas, and of their mother
Ripsimia, and therefore were called Kometopouloi.”

Viennese Copy of John Skylitzes’ Chronicle with Bishop Michael of Diabolis’ Addition of 1118 containing information about the Kometopouloi, Austrian
National Library, cod. Vind. hist. gr. 74, f. 14r (Photo: Austrian National Library)

»A 8 dHume Ha yap Bacunuii ce Hamepuxa yapeme - mpuma 6pama om sdosuya-
npopo4uya: Moucei, Aapox u Camyun ....*.

Bbwneapcku anokpuger nemonuc om Xl 8. llpenuc om Hayanomo Ha XVII 8. 8 ppkonuc Xnydos 123, 2. 402v, Mocksa (no
WN. bunapcku)

PaneH npenuc Ha ,,Mctopuuecku csoa* Ha Moan Ckunuua ot Oxpupa (Hauanoto Ha Xll B.). Pbkonuc ot
HauuoHanHus uctopunyecku myseu B Copua. CbyMHEeHMETo Ha TO3U BUZAHTUMCKMN XPOHUCT € OCHOBEH
U3BOp 3a BpemeTo Ha uap Camyun.

(cHumka: HayuoHanex ucmopudecku my3eti)
Early Copy of John Skylitzes’ Synopsis from Ohrid (Early 12th century). Preserved at the National

Museum of History, Sofia. This Byzantine author is the main source for the reign of Tsar Samuel.
(Photo: National Museum of History, Sofia)

“And in the days of Tsar Basil these were the kings - three brothers from the widow-
prophetess: Moses, Aaron and Samuel ....”.

Bulgarian Apocryphal Chronicle (11th century). A Copy of the Early 17th Century — the Manuscript Chludov 123, f. 402v,
Moscow (Source: |. Biljarski)
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A - ,,A3 Camyun, pa6 60xui, ...~

“I, Samuel, Servant of God,...”

+ 6 OKTOMBPU 1014

HanuyHute wu3BOpM Ca KATeropuMyHu, 4Ye PoOAOHAYANHUK Ha
CamyunoBara amunusa e Benukuat 6ounn komut Hukona. Herosure
cuHoBe — Komutonynure — ce U3aurar 1o ynpaBuTeNun Ha ibprKaBara
BEpPOATHO M Nopaau poacTBo ¢ KpymoBara AuHacTus.

The existing sources are explicit about the founder of Samuel’s
family — the great boil and komes (count) Nicholas. His sons — the
Kometopouloi — rose to power probably also because oftheir kinship
with Khan Krum’s dynasty.
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CamyunoB Haagnuc ot c. [epmaH, lMpecnaHcko, Mpuusa. CoxpaHsasa ce B HaunoHanHua ucropuyecku mysein, Cogpus. >
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uydecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu 6AH) A l Q r ’L c I x '-L
Samuel’s Inscription from German Village, Prespa District, Greece. Preserved at the National Museum of History, Sofia. U‘
(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences) H H e N A Oy C 1 nl
1
TB umemo Ha Omuya u CuHa u Ceemusa [jyx. A3 Camyun, pab 60#cuil, nona2am nomeH Ha 6awa [cu] u maiika I c o A A Y \E II E * H

[cu] u 6pam [cu] Ha mo3u Kpbcm. Tosa ca umeHama Ha nokoliHume: pab 6oscuii Hukona, [Puncumus u]

,g’:;u::? ZZZ;’::M‘;;? 200UHAMaA om cbmBsopeHuemo Ha ceema 6501 [992/93], unouxm [lII]. '_t‘ |A| AE ﬁl%éq F\":*K(-(b
N

tin the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. I, Samuel, servant of God, lay this cross in the
memory of [my] father, of [my] mother and of [my] brother. These are the names of the deceased: Nicholas, b AU
servant of God, [Ripsimia and] David. Written in the year of Creation 6501 [A.D. 992/93], indiction [llI]. ®

(Translation: V. Tapkova-Zaimova) ®

TpaHCKpUNLUMUA HA TeKCTa (no /. UsaHos).
Transcript of the Text (Source: J. Ivanov).
LibpkBara ,,CB. [epman* (c. [epmaH), cTpoeHa B KpasA Ha X — Hayanoto Ha Xl B. Tyk npe3 1888 r. e HamepeH

HaANUCHLT Ha uap Camyun B nameT Ha poaguTtenute My u 6par my [laBua.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeonoaudecku uHcmumym ¢ my3seli npu bAH)

Agios Germanos Church (the Village of Agios Germanos). It was built in late 10th-early 11th century. Tsar
Samuel’s inscription in memory of his parents and his brother David was found here in 1888.
(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)
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CamyunoBsute 6pars
Samuel’s Brothers

T 0 OKTOMBPH 1014

Kpenocrtra Cap (gH. Cepec, Mbpuus).

OcBeH CaMyun aKTMBHM 40 CMbPTTa CU ca U HeroBuTe Opata. Haii-ronemusar 6part [laBua e yout
OT CKUTHULM BJIaCU CKOPO Cjief, BbCTaHMETO npe3 976 I. B mecTHOCTTa Xy6aBu AbOoBe mexay
Koctyp u Npecna. Moytn no cbLioTo Bpeme 3arMBa u BTOpUAT 6pat Moiicei, AoKaTo 00caxaa

Kpenoctta Cap.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2udecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu 6AH)

The Fortress of Serres (Greece).

Apart from Samuel, his brothers were also active until their death. Vlach vagrants killed David,
the eldest brother, shortly after their revolt in 976 in the locality of Fair Oaks between Kastoria
and Prespa. About the same time, the second brother, Moses, was fatally injured while besieg-

ing the fortress of Serres.
(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

MectHocTTa Pasmertanuua, ao c. lNanartoso, o6wmHa JynHuua.

TpeTuar 6par AapoH e youT Ha 14 1oHu 987 T. oT Han-mankua 6patr Camyun B mectHocTTa Pasmetanuua
3aeiHO C uenusa cu poj, NoHexe ,,0MN1 NPUBBPIKEHUK, KAKTO Ka3BaT, HA pomeuTe, WM 3aLL0TO Ce
cTpemsn fa 3aB3eme 3a cebe cu Bnactta® (Moan Ckunuya). Camo cunbt My UBan Bnaaucnas e cnaceH
ot Camyunosus cud laspun Pagomup.

(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu bAH)

Locality Razmetanitsa, in the Vicinity of Palatovo Village (Dupnitsa District, Bulgaria).

The third brother Aaron was executed by his youngest brother Samuel on June 14th, 987 in the local-
ity Razmetanitsa together with his entire family, because “he sympathized with the Romans, as they
say, or because he wanted to rule by himself” (John Skylitzes). The sole survivor was Aaron’s son John
Vladislav, thanks to Samuel’s son Gabriel Radomir.

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulqarian Academy of Sciences)

/ . . . S — o . _—— —
= " H'- - "
> V= b ks '“i'? oo —mene T Tl
-
e -
- 3_?{-‘*
st N
. 5‘"."“1
aa %
- i
i
re a
v T A
A f - e e f o - : .
J - WA o .
4 1 y : ! 4 ' . > p— - w— L -
| - - ' —— - - T 4 ——
— m‘ - ! # : . el Ty is e ‘ﬁ o o il R s e . e .-.I:
ed i : g S 2 - — 0 73 . T R - =
- “ - # * - - 4 - -.'-'-. - -,./ iy L ----l‘II - _--"'_._ . e i o —
L d # r - ‘ - = =X a ¥ 3 i . ol ' i ‘l..;. I e Eame, 2 ‘ :_.,.H e i "l
] # - - - — — = [ s L " - ~ ‘r‘.—h - " - - |.“I-I?'-"‘ Y - -.T-'.‘-ﬂ- L e ] l=..""--r b W P =
- - iR *‘ . M — | - o » ; - o~ v - " 4 g ] q.r-.i"-‘-" - - el g L — -
m - — = r "ﬂd — - ! -t | A - iy o - . ” . o 1 -
- - - - 7 *-_ Tk - - - 3 B} g s = il
i o 7 - . _ i - — D) Ry 35y U§ v
- -~ d 2 ~ ; ~ 2 E o BN i - - e
Vil “ e W -~ gy Skt - =
” . - -~ . ~ - e ’ ok =} - T = - v . | -
@ : - L - - - . -
- - k - # ’.# * 'f‘_‘- ik =
- . ’ e ‘ - - v ?
-1l Y Tty - - i >
4 : [| - X i.-'_ 3 " -
o N ' ' ok 4V (s J 3
‘ ___'* - - a {: i 3 \ K - - : i - L
o~ F 3 % ¥ " - Yot o o1l
: - - ™ L
| . -f = -
-



raa aH, camoibpiel, Gbarapcku
ey John, the Bulgarian Autocrat

R L AR AT 1 i
Fo ORTOMBPI 1014

T B 200uHa 6523 om cbmsopeHuemo Ha csema

(=1015 P. Xp.) o6HoBU ce ma3u kpenocm,

o’ 3U0aHa U npaseHa om Hoan, camoonpiicey
e 6vnz2apcku, u ¢ nomMowma u Mosumsume Ha

1 v+ ~Af npecgemama snaduyuya Hawa bozopoduya
t _'J_, A\ U 3a 3acmvnHu4Yecmsomo Ha O0saHadecemme
) ;1 : ' : BbpxosHuUanocmonu. Ta3u Kkpenocm 6e HanpaseHa

A\ T :‘{}1 3a ybejxcuue u 3a cnaceHue u 3a X*CUBOMA HA

e % 6vnzapume. 3anoyHama Gewe Kpenocmma

| [ n M 317} bumonsa npe3 mecey okmomspu 8 20 (0eH), a ce

' » IRl s 1~ 3asbpwiu 8 Mecey ... 8 Kpaa. To3u camoonpiicey

- 6ewe 6wbnz2apuH no poo, sHyk Ha Hukona u Ha

Puncumus 6na2o08epHume, cuH Ha AGpoH, Koiimo e

6pam Ha Camyun, yapa camoobpIHCaseH, U Koumo

N dsamama pa36uxa 8 ljunox 2pbvyxama solicka Ha

L 3 yap Bacunuii, kndemo 6e 83emo 31amo .... A mosu

A 8... yap pa36um 6ude om yap Bacunuii 8 200unama

K. ) "\.'”[" C i 6522 om cbmBopeHuemo Ha ceema (=1014 P. Xp.)
AN A1 3 " 8 Knroy u no4yuHa 8 Kpasa Ha 1amomo.

\

-

(1015-1018) (no B. Tenkosa-3aumosa). Ku-
! PUICKU TEKCT, HamepeH npe3 1956 r. B
. F A Yayw ayxamus, rpaa butons, Koato e rpa-
L \ [leHa C KaMbHU OT CpeiHOBEeKOBHaTa 6u-
ToNicKa Kpenoct. CbxpaHaBa ce B Haywuo-
HaJleH MHCTUTYT 3a ona3BaHe NnaMeTHULUTe
Ha Kyntypara u my3eii B butons, Peny6nu-
Ka MakeaoHus.

(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym c
my3eii npu bAH)

3 \ B Butoncku Hagnuc Ha uap UsaH Bnaancnas
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T In the year 6523 since the creation of the world (= A.D. 1015), this fortress was rebuilt anew, by
John, the Bulgarian autocrat, with the assistance and prayers of Our Lady Virgin Mary and for the
intercession of the twelve supreme apostles. This fortress is constructed as a shelter and is devot-
ed to the salvation and the life of the Bulgarians. The construction on the Bitola fortress began in
the month of October, (day) 20th, and was completed in the month of... the end. This autocrat was
of Bulgarian descent, a grandson of the pious Nicholas and Ripsimia, son of Aaron, who was the
brother of Samuel, the autocratic tsar, and with whom they both defeated the Greek army of Tsar
Basil in Stipion, where gold was taken ... And this tsar was defeated by the Tsar Basil in the year
6522 since the creation of the world (= A.D. 1014) in Klyuch and perished at the end of summer.

[}

[ S B
. _l"

Bitola Inscription of Tsar John Vladislav (1015-1018) (translation V. Takpova-Zaimova). It is
written in Cyrillic and was discovered in Bitola in 1956 during the demolition of the Caus
Camii mosque, which was built with stones previously used in the construction of the
medieval fortress. It is now kept in the National Institute for Preservation of Monuments
of Culture and Museum in Bitola, FYROM.

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

Tyk nexcu kHa3 lMepcuan [lpecuad]. [PodeH] 8 200unama 6505
(=996-997 2.). [Moyunan] 8 200unama 6569 (=1060-1061 2.).

Haarpo6eH Hagnuc Ha KHA3 lpecuaH I, Hall-ronemuaT cuH
Ha uap WUBaH Bnaaucnas. HamepeH npu apxeonoruyecku
pa3konkunpe3 1987 r. B rp. Muxanosue, U3TouHa CnoBakus.
(no M. Busdan, H. Hukonos)

Here rests Kniaz Persian [Presian]. [Born] in the year 6505
(= A.D. 996-997). [Dead] in the year 6569 (= A.D. 1060-1061).

Gravestone of Kniaz Presian Il, the Eldest Son of Tsar John
Vladislav. Discovered during archaeological excavations in
1987 in Michalovce, Eastern Slovakia.

(Source: M. Vizdal, N. Nikolov)
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1000 TOAVHU
OT CMbBPTTA HA
LIAP CAMYUA
+ 6 OKTOMBPY 1014

CKuTaHeTo Ha naTpuapcure
Patriarchs’ Wandering

Owe cnes NbpBOTO 3aBNajsABaHE HA CEBEPOU3TOYHMTE ObLArapCKU 3emu
oT umneparop MoaH Liumucxu npes 971 r. bpKOBHaTa BAacT, Nog06HO Ha
CBETCKarta, ,,Murpupa‘“ B 3anagHute 061acTu KaTo CMeHSi HEKOJIKOKPATHO
cBOuUTe cepanuuia, cneaBanku NpomMsAHarta Ha NOAUTUYECKUA LEeHTbp Ha
LapcTBOTO. TOraBawWHUAT OGbArapcku narpuapx JamsH, KOUTO e He camo
NbPBUAT ObATAPCKKU NATPUapX, HO U HAN-AbATO yNpaBNABanuAT (Lenm 44 .,
MeXAy 927 U 971 I.) mecTu cBoeTo ceaanuiue ot Apbctbp (AH. Cunucrpa)
B Cpeaey (aH. Cocusa). Herosute npuemuuum Fepman-faBpun n ®dunun
NPOMEHAT NocneoBaTeNiHO pe3unaeHumnaTa cu BbB BoaeH, MbrneH ullpecna,
3a Ja ce YCTAHOBAT Han-HaKpasa B Oxpua. lMocneaHnAT octaBa LEHTbP Ha
OxpupackaraaBToKedanHaapxuenmckonusa cnegnokopasaHetoHabbarapus
npes 1018 .

Immediately after the first conquest of the northeastern Bulgaria by Emperor
John Tzimiskes in 971, the ecclesiastical power, like the secular one, was
transferred to the Western lands. The patriarchal seat changed repeatedly
along with the political centre of the kingdom. Thus, Damian, who held the
patriarchal office at that time, and who was not only the very first Bulgarian
patriarch, but also the one that remained in his office the longest (44 years,
from 927 to 971), changed his seat from Dristra (modern Silistra) to Serdica
(modern Sofia). His successors Germanos-Gabriel and Philip resided con-
secutively in Voden, Moglena and Prespa before finally establishing them-
selves in Ohrid. The latter remained the permanent seat of the Autocepha-
lous Archbishopric of Ohrid which was created following the submission of
Bulgaria in 1018.

KapTa Ha guoue3a Ha OxpuacKara apxuenmcKonusa cnopej rpamorure
Ha umneparop Bacunui Il. C yepBeHO ca 03Ha4YeHU NaTpuapluecKuTe
cepanuiua mexxay 971 n 1018 r.

Map of the Diocese of Archbishopric of Ohrid According to the char-
ters of Emperor Basil Il. The patriarchal seats between 971 and 1018
are shown in red color on the map.

Ontap Ha 6asunukara ,,CB. Axun*, Mpecna, Mpuusa. C nypnypHa 604
ca 6unu HapucyBaHu 18 apku, B KOUTO Ca U3NUCAHM MMeHATa Ha 18
MUTPONOJIUTCKYN LLEHTPOBE B AnOLEe3a Ha Obarapckara WbpKBa B Kpas
Ha X B. o BceKn Hagnuc e 6un NpecTonbT Ha CbOTBETHUA BNajuKa, a
B cpeaara noj npo3opeua e TPOHbT Ha ObArapcKua naTpuapx, KOero
NnoKa3Ba, 4ye TyK e 3aceaaBan Cs. CuHop.

(cHumka: HayuoHaneHn apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym c my3eli npu bAH)

Sanctuary of Agios Achilleios Basilica, Prespa, Greece. The name of
the eighteen metropolitan seats within the diocese of the Bulgarian
Church in late 10th century were written here in purple dye under de-
picted arches. Each of the seats of the corresponding bishop was locat-
ed below his inscribed name, while the Bulgarian Patriarch occupied
the throne in the centre. This arrangement suggests that the councils
of the Saint Synod took place here.

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

PasnonoxkeHne Ha apKuTe Haj apxuepencKute TPOHOBE B ONiITapa Ha
6a3unuKkara. B 1Ax ca 3ana3eHu HAKOM OT UMEHaTa Ha eNnUCKONCKUTe
LleHTpoBe Npu ynpasneHueTo Ha uap Camyun (pazyumare no H. Myyononyc).

Arrangement of the arches above the bishops’ seats where some of the
names of the episcopal centres under the reign of Tsar Samuel are pre-
served (source: N. Moutsopulos).
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